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    August 23, 2004

Navy To Hold Public Scoping Meeting on Restoration of Clear Zones and Stormwater Drainage Systems at Boca Chica Field, Naval Air Station Key West

The Department of the Navy will hold a public scoping meeting tomorrow night, Tuesday, August 24, 7 to 9 p.m., at the Doubletree Grand Key Resort, 3990 S. Roosevelt Blvd., Key West, to provide information and allow the public to comment on a project to restore clear zones and stormwater drainage systems at the Boca Chica Field, Naval Air Station Key West.


The Department of the Navy announced earlier this month its intent to prepare an environmental impact statement to evaluate the potential consequences of bringing Naval Air Station Key West back within Federal Aviation Agency (FAA) and Navy flight safety standards.  Overgrowth of vegetation including mangroves has caused serious problems by reducing  air traffic controller visibility of aircraft around the air station, creating a strike hazard to aircraft operating at the air station and negatively impacting water drainage from  the airfield.  


The public is invited to the public scoping meeting to learn more about the problems of vegetation overgrowth at the naval air station and proposed actions to correct the problem.  Questions and comments on the project are welcomed.
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